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In Pursuit of Wellbeing for People and Planet 

 
Can the IDEC community step=up? 
Start getting answers to this question in the days leading up to the IDEC@EUDEC. Find out what others 
are thinking and encourage those attending to do what they can to ensure some significant plan of action 
with the will to implement it results from this gathering. 
 
The IDEC@EUDEC starting on August 1st in Belgium presents a good opportunity to advance towards 
rights respecting education being adopted across the globe. A good number of people who participated 
in the RCE Making Change Stick sessions have indicated an interest in volunteer work aimed at 
engaging like-minded organizations and teachers in the collaborative task of bringing self-directed 
education to the mainstream. For their work to be fruitful, they need to be supported, and it falls to the 
IDEC community, and the people and organizations who have founded the Rights=Centric Education 
Network - RCEN, and/or have signed the Declaration of Child Rights-Centric Education to provide that 
support. 
 
Numerous like-minded organizations and people have in the past been contacted and convinced to attend 
some related event, but they don't get engaged. There is poor attendance at the event and no buzz. They 
conclude nothing significant is happening and decide their time is better spent elsewhere, and it is harder 
to bring them back than it is to first bring them in. It is discouraging for the volunteers who encourage 
them to attend. They feel like they wasted the time of others, set the cause back a little and lost some 
personal credibility. We need to avoid this happening to those who volunteer to contact the like-minded. 
 
IDEC Proposal - Make Something of the 2026 Learning Planet Festival  
 
The 2026 Learning Planet Festival is where 
significant progress can be made towards engaging 
like-minded organizations. It is supported by 
UNESCO and has a long partners list of 
organizations we need to engage. We got a start at 
the 2025 Festival. Twenty-six events were 
conducted by supporters of the RCEN producing 
what can be described as a festival-within-a-festival 
and their contributions were appreciated by the 
organizers of the LP Festival. (See the quote 
below.) Some progress was made, but it was largely 
a missed opportunity. The events were poorly attended and the advocates of rights respecting education 
failed to establish a presence that conveyed we need to be taken seriously. 
 
 

From the Festival to RCEN presenters 
 
“The whole LearningPlanet Festival team has 
been really impressed by your ideas to further 
engage participants and your 
incredibly generous contributions to this year’s 
Festival. The Rights-Centric Education Network 
has been one of the top contributors in terms of 
number of events submitted. For this, and for 
your inspiring dedication, merci 🙏” 
 

https://upwomxhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VzsMX1JBi4l-MDc-rH99zjY306DVL8wpIpwmurptJofsj4hpwfzeW1RB1jwp-Z6F7YjqfPoed5SRt1w9NCZ1cNwCWRzqNKP7ndCOe-jWk2dKA9Gqf7WkNdIswml0eEdpHUKTD2TOyUqTg9yZ0ofn8gnyTKKzu3d&c=cmiFRCLovcz616pdS4u7preQ3QYS3rKcL-r4H1D7GcH4uRE8SZQ_fw==&ch=leSQ-7GL17xbLoUoySjVqrhrlnfBmGFnyjclCQYuQIn-fiFpB4fnQg==
https://upwomxhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VzsMX1JBi4l-MDc-rH99zjY306DVL8wpIpwmurptJofsj4hpwfzeR1FzjFOcc7iRJExoeonoyYp-7mG7EzZmUD5Wbr-0h26hQ4z4_XeHoA307rfNVIW0J9HUphZFgQyF1MyffWmYL9__Tdm0yvtt3SS7g7zJrPmt7PEO_xLUI0lCc-uGMJunc_A8JiQYPA78Zg_Zd6QDrg=&c=cmiFRCLovcz616pdS4u7preQ3QYS3rKcL-r4H1D7GcH4uRE8SZQ_fw==&ch=leSQ-7GL17xbLoUoySjVqrhrlnfBmGFnyjclCQYuQIn-fiFpB4fnQg==
https://upwomxhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VzsMX1JBi4l-MDc-rH99zjY306DVL8wpIpwmurptJofsj4hpwfzeR1FzjFOcc7iwoA2xPCQkHgRUeoDzwVepL5dgYxKe2Fo-bnr2BDadWiPR4euGB_C8NPGiT4RewYSfqXsf8zXx9vEzA7VASJfH8kEyIEzmqpMFXk9fZBveUhEiNxgG_Qh1Q==&c=cmiFRCLovcz616pdS4u7preQ3QYS3rKcL-r4H1D7GcH4uRE8SZQ_fw==&ch=leSQ-7GL17xbLoUoySjVqrhrlnfBmGFnyjclCQYuQIn-fiFpB4fnQg==


The Mission Should IDEC Choose to Accept It 

• Create a well-conceived festival to be conducted around the 2026 January 24th Day of Education. 
• Promote it in partnership with the Learning Planet Festival as was done with the 2025 Festival. 
• IDEC supporters agree in large numbers to establish a strong presence at the Festival. This goes 

beyond getting people to attend our events. It includes going to the events of others to share ideas 
and make contacts. In terms of a trade show, it means to walk the floor. 

If this sounds like a plan you would support with some of your time, indicate your interest by filling 
out this form to get more information before making a commitment. Christine Kottmann has started a 
team to engage teachers in bringing rights-centric education to the mainstream. If this team is of possible 
interest to you, check the "teacher" box on the form.  
 
Efforts are ongoing to have more people register for RCE Making Change Stick. Please encourage those 
you know who might want to be kept informed of developments to read Rights versus Wellbeing and 
to register for updates. 
 
Reserve for a show of unity the days around January 24th, 2026, the International Day of Education. 
 
---------------------------------- 
Presented by Uniting for Children and Youth 
ucyottawa@gmail.com 

   

 

 

https://upwomxhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VzsMX1JBi4l-MDc-rH99zjY306DVL8wpIpwmurptJofsj4hpwfzeR1FzjFOcc7ip9Tlt_zh2Xs_rPdwjL-6jg_3-DPs1Z2gYj1xAao2yycb3CQHsXhoj1AqtruW8-1v74aKnPZm1pju-Na2Xp_tsKQ487KDTyKt_UBmUVieoFcWYXPsRp4xMvIca3MJ5VZOd3hYa-tX8oOxZIuxeUVTyg==&c=cmiFRCLovcz616pdS4u7preQ3QYS3rKcL-r4H1D7GcH4uRE8SZQ_fw==&ch=leSQ-7GL17xbLoUoySjVqrhrlnfBmGFnyjclCQYuQIn-fiFpB4fnQg==
https://upwomxhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VzsMX1JBi4l-MDc-rH99zjY306DVL8wpIpwmurptJofsj4hpwfzeR1FzjFOcc7iPx0KgaqqxVCxWNhTBGe9SDp8Mhj1KSgEnVkTdKJhw41iYCNQt8MEFKtQLsHC0iP0Ox5vHATSJcrRVuBs-JbVwkjBIXKOvXeM6FdQjmk1-XmtkZGz8a-bohygoB6Ua9Wm_uunnMn4g5veTMNPHwzYeRMzZqqP2UK-tAqszwM05RlLpigiGmhhnXYOokBpRzR5mBYf-ic5T8sZ-6gneiwzLUDl3bavfCnS2OFhmmRwX6ykYN7VF7jhxcwrlu-_sZrzQGkLu7jfkRQ=&c=cmiFRCLovcz616pdS4u7preQ3QYS3rKcL-r4H1D7GcH4uRE8SZQ_fw==&ch=leSQ-7GL17xbLoUoySjVqrhrlnfBmGFnyjclCQYuQIn-fiFpB4fnQg==
https://upwomxhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VzsMX1JBi4l-MDc-rH99zjY306DVL8wpIpwmurptJofsj4hpwfzeew3aJXGxzEcbWLZmw2WTkVGlD_h-0p88zd0JYE_M7EOd-Hh3ivZhZYRb4MmhPWtJlu4w4kMKuIdlf64_2I8KzOgSItQvJWVcTUqq3guFlQGYrIDpTe292sBmadcdTQW_3gBV7X9muOk0xTX7qWo3f8alLOhIgoc_LqJT2NM55L1aZUSs6MUSJg=&c=cmiFRCLovcz616pdS4u7preQ3QYS3rKcL-r4H1D7GcH4uRE8SZQ_fw==&ch=leSQ-7GL17xbLoUoySjVqrhrlnfBmGFnyjclCQYuQIn-fiFpB4fnQg==
https://upwomxhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VzsMX1JBi4l-MDc-rH99zjY306DVL8wpIpwmurptJofsj4hpwfzeW1RB1jwp-Z63jSyXQCGk0AsLwrDc8z507Tug4AutuWok2t8EauLdotPhuWb0MLluSy636vq_xkQnQ8y7-3gThudc-Ze2cIhAU3qTuL4ep-yd4lRjA02Ab9QVapOz9PCXGZfnxt89_w_N4L3YTXNCuDWDwkNryN-7Crt99TilOFPMJD0QLxduTYcTVTQm_iVwcjbM9HCBsFneowCv6H-42aWhY0zwRJ7YwHe8NcqDm9_Q31wt7u_tsIrS0tU7-ol71rRARpLpPr4apgFtgvKHa0=&c=cmiFRCLovcz616pdS4u7preQ3QYS3rKcL-r4H1D7GcH4uRE8SZQ_fw==&ch=leSQ-7GL17xbLoUoySjVqrhrlnfBmGFnyjclCQYuQIn-fiFpB4fnQg==
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/education
https://upwomxhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013VzsMX1JBi4l-MDc-rH99zjY306DVL8wpIpwmurptJofsj4hpwfzeS91-38dbYeQDKjlBjOGfPlaGr1vh1QD_13kNgnd5YRXJnnz_tTrCZI7WYVgc88Q85uQqx6jEooCN7L4yWhTPQ6oogmHkSgZ7hB5E9yCjAek&c=cmiFRCLovcz616pdS4u7preQ3QYS3rKcL-r4H1D7GcH4uRE8SZQ_fw==&ch=leSQ-7GL17xbLoUoySjVqrhrlnfBmGFnyjclCQYuQIn-fiFpB4fnQg==

